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Seth 


here are many , that remaine pet in doubt 
Whetherthere be any Mr no, o any ſuch ſpi- 
vits, who ofterthetc ſeruus vyfo them, oz rather who. 
by fained ſeruice doe tyrannize oucr them: So to 
anſwere their doubts, would aske a greater labour, 
and perhaps moze art, and better experience then 
J intend , oz happily tan ſhew. Onelp this, that 
if neither thoſe conkutations that are already lear⸗ 
nedly let foꝛth, No2 ancient recoꝛds ot the UWitcheg 
called Druides, in old time confinde into the Jſieof 
Man, no2 the oꝛdinaip repoztes ofthe ſtrange miſ⸗ 
chiefes done by the Witches of Norway might 
ſeeme ſufficient p2oofes of this matter: Fet mce 
thinkes that the common experience , which our 
learned and Reuerend Judges of the Land, finde 
daily in their yecrely Circuitesby theconuictions of 
ſuth offendo2s, and the plaine andmanifeft Euiden⸗ 
ces bought in againſt them, who being in this 
this kinde dangerouſly infected, haue from time to 
time ſtood ſcith vpon their Arraignement , and 
as their lines haue beene held to bo: the malt dete⸗ 
ſable, ſo theix deathes haue banc obſerued to pzoue 
the moſt deſperate , might put it cut of queſtion, 
that ſome ſuch there be abꝛoad in the woꝛld, who 
by the damnable p2actiſeof Uritch-craft haue ſold 
themſelues to the Deuils ſeruits. Ju regard: 
whereof 3 may conclude, that eil her it mo ſt be gran⸗ 
ted that there ate Mitches both in name, and na⸗ 
ture, oꝛ elſe the Oppoſitors, that being (3 ſuppoſe) 
moꝛe precife then wiſe, ſtanding rather vpon the ſin⸗ 
gufarity of their owne opinions, then the tertamty 
of Reaſon 02 Judgement, muſt needs dee palpable 
weng and open Jnivry to the diſcreticus ,o conſti⸗ 
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ances ol ourlearned Judges, and the 
tue of out Laas, inthe excecution of Juſtice , ma- 
king that hated , and vnheard off Tyꝛannp, which 
is done by the lawfull power and vertue both of the 
Soucraighe, and@ubozdinateauthozity. ; _ .', 
Home doe maintaine (but how wilely let the wiſer 
ladge ) that all Witchcraft ſpoken of either by holy 
w2iters,02 teltifiedby other waiters to haue bene a⸗ 
mong the heathen oz in later daies, hath bane and is 
no moꝛe but either mere Couſinage, 82 Colluſiari,lo 
that in theopinton ol thoſe men, the the Deaill hath ne⸗ 
ner done, 0; can doauy thing by Witches.” It may 
be, ſome will ſay, what hurt can grow from this opt- 
nion: The hurt that may enſue and grow thereof, 
none can tell that hath not ficſt ſcene ſomewhat by ex- 
perience. Wee all ſe that onekernellof his, 
ing ſowne, a whole eare growes bp, and ſonittimes 
b:zings fozthan hundꝛeth kernils in it. At anetro; be 
planted , who can tell what increaſe it, map peild in 
time? The ground doth not bzing fozth the cozne with 
ſach increaſe as the heart of Pony err02s- If we 
d2aw in one linke ofa Chaine, ane wes, and 
is by and by in ſight , whichdzaweth we kowe not 
how many afterit, until we ſee the laſt. There is 
no Erro2 that goeth alone, 62 that is not linked vn⸗ 
to another. That holy Wzptte theieſdze (which 
makes the Man of God perfect and periealy inſtruc⸗ 
ted vnto every god wozke ) muſt indge and decide 
the controuerſie in this caſe. Let vs then ſticke vn⸗ 
to. ho ſame foz teſtimony and p2ofe. 
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vers wirkt and the Antiquity 
n 0 Wuchcraft. 


T2 Dkww * aright and perfeaty.is to know 
the cauſes thereof, A Definition doth conſiſt 
of thoſe cariſes which giue the whole Eſſence , and 
eontaine the perlen nature of the thing defined: 
where thatis there loꝛe found out, there appeares the 
vetyclere light. Jfitbeperfec, it is much the gren⸗ 
220 J at be not fully perfect , yet it giueth ſome 


ae need t though J dare not ſay, Jean 
We, a perfect n in this matter, which is 
hard fo doe euen in knowne things, becanſe the 
Ellenttall fozme is hard to be found, yet J doe giue a 
Definitiqn, which may at the leaſt giue notice, mw 
make knowne what mannerof Perſons they be, of 

whom Fam to ſpeake. A Witch is one that wozketh 
by theiDenill,0; by ſeme Demilliſh 02 Curious Art, 
1 oz healing, reuealing things ſetret, oz 
weinen chin to tome, which the Deuill hath de⸗ 
ulſed to ent angle, and ſnare mens ſoules withall, vn- 
to 5 The Coniurer, the Enchaunter, the 
Sorceret; the Deuiner, and iwhatſoeuer other ſozt 
there is, are indeed compaſſed within this circle. The 
Deuill doth (ns doubt) after diuers ſozts, and divers 
fozmes deale in theſe : But no man is able to ſhew 
an Etlentiall vifference in each of them from the 45 
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J hold it no wiſedome, oꝛ labour well ſpent fo trauell 
much therein; One Artificer hath deuiſed them all. 
They are all to one end and purpoſe , howſoener 
they much differ in outward Rules foz pzactiſe of 
them, that is little oz nothing beſtdes mere deluſion, 
Euery Man will confeſſe that the father of lies is 
not to be truſted. Euery man knowes that ali his 
doings ate hidden vnder coulozable ſhewss. Shall 
wee then ſerke fo2 ſtedlaſtnes in his wayes ? Shall 
wer be ſo fwliſh as to imagine that things are effected 
by the vertue of woꝛds, geſtures, figures, oz ſuch 
like: All thoſe are doubtleſſe but to deceine , and 
dꝛaw men foward , and ſo plung them mozedeepely 
into finnes, and errozs. 

Touching the Antiquityof Witchcraft, weer muſt 
needs confeſſe that it hath bene of very ancient time, 
becauſe the Scriptures doe teſtifisſo much, fo2 in the 
time of Moſes it was very rife in Egipt, Neither 
was it then newly ſpꝛong vp, beeing common , and 
growne vnto ſuch ripenes among the Nations , that 
the Toꝛd reckoning vp diuers kinds, ſaith that tbe 
Gentiles did commit ſuch abhominations, fo2 which 
hee would caſt them out befoze the Childzen of IIrael. 
Hob long it was be ſoꝛe that time cannot foꝛ certain⸗ 
ty be diſcuſſed : Daving that (as is ſayd) it was 
not young in thoſe daies when Moſes wzote, It 
wer mainetaine that it was befoze the flod , there is 
great reaſon fo iuſtity the Allertion. Ur know 
that the Deuill was exceeding crafty from the begin- 
ning, alwaies labozing to ſeduce, and deceine after 
the wozt manner. Ik he fapledof his deſire , it was 
becauſe Men had not pꝛocured Gods diſpleaſure to 

* comes 


— — 


V Vitches executed 


come vpanithem, to deliuer them ouer vnto ſtrange 
deluſions but God complaineth, that men had won 
deckullptozrupted their waies, longbeto2e the Flod! 
God being then pꝛouoked by the wickednelle of the 
woꝛld, what ſhould make vs doubt but that th:ough 
his Juſt iudgement the Deuill had power giuen him 
and was let loc, that he might ſcduce , and lead the 
pꝛophane Nations into the depth and galfe of all ab⸗ 
hominable ſinnes? Thus much concerning the ter⸗ 
tainety of NMtches, and the Antiquity of CMitch⸗ 
traft, This that followes thall in ſome ſoꝛt ſhew 
their Diuilblich pꝛaaiſes. 
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The Arraignement and Execution of 
5 * Browne, and Toane Vaughan or 
V aruham his daughter, who were both 
executed at Northampton the 22, of 


* laſt. 


8 0. 8 0 in K* county of 

SJ. op ,of po;e parentage 
and pazer education , one that as 
2 I x thee was bone to no god, was fo 
| want of grace ncuer in the way to 
receiue any , euer noted to bee of an ill nature and 
wicked di poſition,ſpightful and malitious, and ma⸗ 
ny pececs befoꝛe thee died both hated , and feared! as 
mong her neighbours: Beeing long ſuſpected in the 
Lowne where the dwelt of that crime, which after⸗ 
wards p:oued true . This Agnes Browne had a 
daughter whole name was Toane Vaughan o2 
Varaham a maide (oz at leaft vnmaried) as gratis 
dus as the mother, and both of them as farre from 
grace as Heauen ftom hell. 

This Ioane was ſo well bꝛought vp vnder her 
mothers eltow , that ſhee hangd with her fo2 coms 
panp vnder her mothers noſe. But to the pu: poſe. 
Lyis Ioane one day happening into the * 

1d 2. 


| 128 N . $21 La » 
—_— EL Mw | — JF — bt 2 


VVitches executed 


of one Miſtris Belcher, a vertuous and godly Gen⸗ 
tle woman ofthe ſame towne of G.lsborough. This 
Ioane Vaughan , whether of purpoſe to giue octa⸗ 
ſion of anger to the ſaid Miſtris Belcher, oz but to 
continue her vilde, and oꝛdinary cuſtome of beha⸗ 
uiour, committed ſomething either in ſpeech, oꝛ ge⸗ 
cure, ſavnfitting , and vnſeeming the nature of wo⸗ 
man-hod , that it diſpleaſed the moſt that were there 
pzeſent ; But eſpecially it touched the modeſty of 
this Gentlewoman , who was ſo much moned 
with her bold, and impudent demeanoz , that ſhe 
could not containe her ſelfe , but ſodainely roſe vp 
and ſtroke her, howbeit hurt her not, but fozced her 
fo auoide the company : which this Chicken ok her 
Dammes hatching , taking diſdainefully and beeing 
alſo enraged (as they that in this kind haningpowegr 
to harme , haue neuer patience to beare) at hergos 
ing out told the Gentlewoman that ſhee would re⸗ 
member this iniurp, and reuenge it: To whom 
Piſtris Belcher anſwered , that ſho neither ſeared 
her no2 her mother: but bad her doe her wozft. 

This trull holding her ſelfe much diſgraced, hies 
home in all haſt to her mother, and telles her the 


wong, which ſhee ſuggeſted ꝙiſtris Belchier had 


done vnto her: Now was the fire, and the tow met, 
all was enflamed : Nothing but rage and deſtrudi⸗ 
on: Mad thep had an hundzed Spirits at com⸗ 
mand , the wozſt, and the moſt hurtfull had bane 
called to this counſell, and imploped about this 
buſinefle , Yowbcit vpon aduiſe ( if ſuch a ſinne 
may take 02 giue aduiſe) they ſtated thꝛœ oz foure 
dates befeze they paactiſed any thing, to 2 
uſpi⸗ 
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fafpition , whether the mother aduiſed the daughs 
ter, 02 the daughter the mother Jknow not, but Y 
am ſure the deuill neuer gines aduiſe ts ane man oꝛ 
woman in any act to be wary, 5 
Che matter thus ſleeping ( but rage and renenge 
doe neuer reſt) within a while was awaked , which 
Piſtris Belcher:to her intollerable paine too ſone 
felt; Foz being alone in her heuſe, he was ſodainely 
taken with ſuch a griping, and gnawing in her bs- 
dy, that ſher cried out, and could ſcarce bee held by 
ſuch as came vnto her, And being carried to her ber 
her face was many times ſo -diſfigured by being 
bzawne awaie that it bzed both feare, and aſto⸗ 


niſhment to all the behslders, and euer as ſhee had 


bꝛeath, che cried, Heere comes Ioane Vaughan, au ay 

with ſoane Vang hau. | 
This Gentlewoman being a long time thus 
ſtrangely handled , to the great griefe of her friends, 
it happened that her bzother one Maſter Avery, 
hearing of his Siſters ſickneſſe andertremity came 
te ſ& her, and being a ſozrowfull beholder , of 
that which befoze he had heard, was much mas 
ned in his minde at his Siſters pittifull condition, 
and the rather foz that as ho knew not the nature 
of her diſeaſc, ſo hee was vtterly ignozant of any 
direct way to miniſtec cure oz helpe to the-ſame. 
Ber often heard her cry out againſt Ioane Vaug- 
han alias Varnbam, and her mother, and heard 
by repoꝛt of the neighbours that which befoze had 
happened betwirt his Siſter , and the ſaid Toane: 
Jn ſo much as hauing confirmed his ſaſpition that 
was nothing elſe but Witch-craft that thus 
1 3 ro2mens 
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toꝛmented his Siſter , following Rage rather then 
Realou, ranne ſodatnly towards the hoale ot the laid 
Agnes browne with pucpoie to dzaw both the mo⸗ 
ther and the daughter to his Siſter fo; her to dzaw 
bl. ud on: But (ill as he caine nere the houſe, 
hx was ſodainely ſtopped , and could not enter, 
wieth:rit was an attomihinent thozough his feate, 
oz that the Spirits had tyac power to ſtay him J 
cangot iud ze, but hw repozted at his comming 
backe that hw wos t9:cubly faied , and could not 
fo2 his ltie goe any inither lozward, and they 1e- 
po2t in the Country that he is a Gentlemanof a 
{toute courage: Vee fried twice oz th:ice after to 
goe to the houſe , bat inthe lame place where hee 
was ſtaied at fiſt , hee wasMill ſtaicd : 15clike 
the dcuull ſtood there Centinell , kept his ſtation 
well. 

Upon this Maſter Auery being ſoꝛp and much 
ag ieued that he could not helpe his Siſter in this 
tozmenting diſtrelle, aud ftrnduig al:s that no phy- 
liche tould doe her any god 02 caſcment, toke a ſoz⸗ 
romtuli leaue and heamly departed home to his 
owne houſe. 

The Impe of this Dam me, and both Impes ok 
the Deulil, ba ing glad that they were both out of 
his teach , thewed pzeſently that thcy had lon? 
get armies then he, foꝛ he ſelt within a ſhort time af 
ter his con ming heme that hee was net cut of their 
reach, becing by the deuilliſh p2actiſes of theie two. 
hei-hounds ſodenly 4 giteuouſly to. mented in the like 
kind 4 with the like fits of his ſiſter, which continued 
vLilill theic two witches either by the pzocurem wn of 
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Paiſter Auery and his friends (oz fo2 ſome other 
Dail pꝛaͤciſe they had committedin the counttep) 
weie app2cher.ded, and bzought to Nrthanpton 
Gaole by Sir WII Saunders of CodesbIiOOKe 
Bulght. 

To which place the Bꝛother and the Siſter were 
bzought u ill deurous to icrateh the TEtLLYEs. cwuhich 
Art whether it be but (uperitiouliy vb.ccucb by iome, 
02 that experience hath tound any powec toz help in 
this kind of Aaton by others, Jlilt not to enquiic , 
onely this J vndecſtand that many haue atte;picd 
the pꝛadiſing thereol, how ſucceſſiuelp J know not. 
xut this Gentleman and his Siſter baing bought 
to the gaole where the'e UWhtches were vetataed, ha⸗ 
ning once gotten ſight of them, in their fits the Ilit⸗ 
ches being held, bp :cratching they dꝛew blood ofthem, 
and were ſodainely deliuered of theic paine. Howbe⸗ 
it they were no [oner out of light, but they fell a⸗ 

gaine into their old traunces, and were moꝛe vio⸗ 

ently toꝛmented thenbeto2e : foz when iſchiefe is 

once a fote, (ſhe growes in (hozt tune (0 heaottiong , 

that ſhe is hardly curbed. 

Pot long aftec Muſter Auer) and his Siſter has 
ting beene both in Nortiiampton and hauing d2awne 
nd of the Tlitches, Rydiag bath homewards in 
ne Coach, there appeared to their view a man and 
woman ryding both vpon ablackehozſe, M. Aue- 
ty hauing ſpyed them a farre off, and noting many 
ſttange geſtures from them, ſodatnely ipake to them 
that were by, and as it wece Pꝛopheticallp) cryed 
dt in theſe wo2ds , That either they oꝛ theic Yo: cs 
hoald p;eſently m;icarcy , Andumeoiately the ho: 0 
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fell downe dead. Mherevpon Maiſter Auery roſe 
vp p2ayſing grate and mercies of God, that he had 
ſo powerfully deliuered them, and had not ſafferey 
the foule ſpirits ts wozke the vttermoſt of their miſ- 
chiefe vpon men made after his image, but had tur» 
ned their fury againſt Beaſts. Upon this, they both 
hyed them home, till pꝛayſing God foz their eſcape, 
and were neuer troubled after. 
J had almoſt fozgotten to tell you befoze, that 
M. Auery was bythe Judges themſelues in p Caſtle 
yard of Northampton, ſene in the middeſt of his fits, 
and that he ſtrangelp continuad in them vatill this 
Ioane Vaughan was bꝛought vnto him. 
But now to dꝛaw nere vnto their ends, this Ag. 
nes Browne and her daughter Ioane Vaughan, oz 
Varneham being bzought to their Arraignement, 
were there indighfed foz that they had bewitched the 
bodies of Paiſter Auery and his ſiſter Miſtris Bel- 
cher in manner and fozme afozeſayd, Tegether with 
the body of a young Child to the death (the true rela⸗ 
tion whereof came not to my hands) To all which 
they pleaded not guilty, and putting themſelues vpon 
the couutrey were found guilty. And when they wete 
aſked what they could ſay fo2 themſclues, why y ſen⸗ 
tence of death ſhould not be pzononnced againſt them, 
they ſtod ſtiffely vpon their Innocence. UWherevpon 
Judgement beeing giuen, they were carried backe vn⸗ 
to the Gaole, where they were neuer heard to pꝛap; 
oꝛ to tall vppon God, but with bitter curſes and exe⸗ 
erations ſpent that little time they had to liue, vntill 
the dax ol their Execution, when neuer aſking pardon 
a2 thairoffences either al Gad, oz the wozld, _ 
| eu 
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their daungerous, and deſperate reſolution, dyed». 
It was credibly repozted that ſome ſozt⸗night 
befoze their appzehenſion, this Agnes Browne, 
one Racherine Gardiner , and one loane Lucas, 
all birds of a winge, and all abyding in the Zowne 
of Gilsborough did tide one night to a place (not 
aboue a mile off) called Rauenſtrop, all vpsna 
©owes backe, toſe one mother Rhoades , an old 
Mitch that dwelt there, but befoze they came to her 
houſe the old Mitch died, and in her laſt caſt cried 
out, that there were thꝛe of her old friends com- 
ming to ſix her, but they came to late, Yowbett 
ſhce would mete with them in another place 
within a month after. And thus much con- 
cerning Agnes Browne, and her 
daughter Ioane Varn- 
ham. | 
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The Arraignement, Conuicti. 
on and Execution of one Arthur Bil 
of Raundes in the County of Nor- 
thampton. 


Dis Arthur Bill, a wiet⸗ 
—— — \ ched poꝛe Pan, both in 
| SS | fkateandmind, remained 
el ina towne called Raunds 
in the County afozeſayd, 
| begotten and bozne of pa- 
rents that were both Wit⸗ 
ches, and he (nkea gratious 
Child) would not degene⸗ 
rate, no2 ſuffer himſelfe to 
ſtrap from his fathers wicked Counſels, but carefully 

trode the ſteps that hie had dinilliſhly taught him. 
This Arthur Bill was accuſed that he ſhould be- 
witch the body of one Martha Aſpine alias Ieames, 
the daughter of one Edward Alpine of the ſame 
towne, to death. But this matter remaining doubt⸗ 
full that it could not be clerely tryed vpon him, her 
being firongly ſuſpected befoze, by bewitching of di⸗ 
ucts 
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vers kinds of cattle, tobe guilty of that crime, And 
being alſo publiquely knowne to bee of an euill 
life and reputation , together with his father and 
mother. The Juſtices and other officers ( there- 
by purpoſing to trie the ſaid Arthur by an experi⸗ 
ment that (many thinke) neuer failes) cauſed 
them all to bee bound, and their Thumbes and 
great Toes to bee tied acrofle , and ſo thꝛew the fa⸗ 
ther, mother and ſonne, and none of them ſunke, but 
all floated vpon the water. 

And hereby the way , it is a ſpeciall thing wozthy 
generall noting and obſeruation , that there are 
two ſignes oz tokens which are tokens as moze 
certaine, then others, to detect and find out Mitches 
by. The oneis the marke where the Spirits ſucke, 
and the trying of the inſenſibleneſſe thereof . The 
other is their fleeting on the water. Concerning 
which though J dare affirme nothing foz certain⸗ 
ty, there being ( foz ought J know) neither e- 
uident pꝛofe in nature, noz reuelation from hea⸗ 
uen to aſſure vs thereof : yet mee thinkes J may 
ſay the like of this, as is held of the bleeding ofa ſlaine 
body in pzeſence of the mutherer . Foz as in a ſe⸗ 
cret murther, if the dead Carkaſe be at any time 
either ſene 82 handled by the murtherer, it doth 
ſtreitway guſh out of blod, as ik the blood ſhould 
by iſſuing koꝛth in ſuch ſtrange manner cry vnto 
heauen fo reuenge of the murtherer , God ha- 
uing as may ſcme appointed, that ſecret ſuperna⸗ 
turall ſigne foꝛ triall of that ſecret vnnaturall crime, 
that the blood lekt in the wo ſhould thus appere, 
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and as it were challenge the murtherer, fo2 that 
blood whith hc befoze had fellonicuſly ſtollen from 
the body: ſo it map bee, that God hath appointed 
( fo2 a ſupernaturall ſigne of the monſtrous impi⸗ 
ety of Witches ) that the Element of water ſhould 
refufe to reteiue them in her boſome, that haue 
ſhaken from them the ſacred water of Baptiſme, 
and wilfullp rekuſcd the benefit thercof by making 
that bꝛeach and fall from God in participating thus 
vildly with the Spirits of Þclicll ; By whom and 
in the excrete of which ſinne, their hearts are ſo 
hardeaed , that not ſo much as their eyes are a- 
ble to ſhead ftearcs , thzcaten oz tozture them as 
you pleaſe : God not permitting them as may bee 
thought to diſſemble their obſtinacy in ſo hoꝛrible a 

une ; No not the women, though that (ex be 
ready to head teates vpon euerp light occaſion; 
But to returne lo our matter. 

Theſe the, the Father, Bother and Sonne, bec⸗ 
ing thus ſcene floating vpon the water, the ſaipt- 
tion that was beloze not well grounded „Was now 
confirmed: Ulhereupon the ſaid Arthur Bl bees 
ing the pꝛincipall o: ( A thinke) the onclp Actoꝛ in 
this Tragedy, was app2ehended and ient to Ner- 
th: ainpton gaole the nine and twentith day of Pap 
tak by Sir G. Ibert Pickering of T ichmaſh alias 
Tichmaſe in the fame County Knight, und pꝛeſent⸗ 
ly after his tommitment fearing that his old father 
would relent, and fs happilp gonfeſſe that which 
might bee pꝛeiuditiall vnto him , ſent fo2 hie mo⸗ 
cher to come vnto him , to whom bewzaping bis 
mmde., 
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minde, they koth iopned together, and bewilthed 


ground ball into the Zhzoat of his zfalher, where it 
continued a gieat wile, his Father not beeing as 
ble to ſpeake a word. Yowbett the ball was aiters 
wards havout, and his Fatzer P2OUCD the pꝛinci⸗ 
pall witnelle dgainu hun. 

His Mother loꝛ fcare of hanging, (not anp ha⸗ 
tred, o: deteſtation ſher bare vnto the ſinne ) many 
times lainted, and would often pitifully com⸗ 
plaine vnto her Spirit, that the power of the Law 
would bee Uronger then the power of her art, and 
that ſhe ſaw no other likelihod, but that ſhee ſhould 
be hanged as her Sonne was like to bee: Lo whom 
her Spirit anſwered , giuing this ſozry comfozt, 
that (hee ſhould not hee hanged , but to pꝛeuent 
that, (hee ſhould cut her owne thzoate ; Sho heating 
this ſentence , and holding it definitine , in great 
agony , and hozxo2 of minde and conſcience ſell 
8 muing „ crying out that the irreuocable Jurge⸗ 
ment of her death was quien and that thee wag 
damned porpetuallp, cutung and banning the tune 
wherein thce was bozne , and the houre wherem 
ſhe was conteiued. 

Her Neighbours often hearing her bitter execra⸗ 
tions bad her call vpon God, and to be iozry loz the 
linnes which ſhe had committed, But Chee could: 
in no caſe endure to heare it: And hauing thus foz. 
3-02 4. dates tozmented her fil e inthis Agonp, at 
laſt ſhe made good the Deuils word, and fo pzeuend 
the Juſtice of the Law, and to ſaue the hangman a. 
labour, cut her owe thꝛoat. 

Ber Sonne becing all this while in pꝛilon, and 
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hearing ol his Mothers death, and that his Father 
was become a witneſſe againft hun, was much per⸗ 
plered in his minde, that his Mother was dead, in 


he moſt feared , Howbeit hee liffly ſtod till inthe 
deniall of euerp thing pleading nothing but his in⸗ 
noceney , Notwithſtanding that hee had befoze at 
vnawares confeſt , that he had certaine Spirits at 
tommaund, which being 1mployed , would dee a 
ny milchiefe to any man, woman oz child that her 
would appointe. = 

At ſaid is that hee had thꝛer Spirits to whom he 
gaue thꝛce ſpeciall names, the Diuell himſelfc ſure 
was godfather to them all, The firſt hee called 
Griſſill, The other was named Ball, and the laſt 
lacke, but in what at ſhapes they appœred vnto 
him J cannot learne . Fo2 Diuels can appere 
both in a bodily ſhape , and vſe ſpeech and confe- 
rence with men. Dur Saniour ſaith , I hat a Spi- 


rit hath neither fleſh nor bones: A Spirit hatha 


ſubſtance , but yet ſuch as is inuiſible, whereupon 
it muſt needes bee granted, that Deuils in their 
owe nature haue no bodily ſhape no: viſible foꝛme, 
it is mozeouer againſt the Truth and againſt Pie- 
ty to beleeue, that Deuils can create, oz make bo 
dies oꝛ change one body into another, foꝛ thoſe things 
are pꝛoper to God. 

It followeth thereſoꝛe that whenſocucr they ap⸗ 
peare in a viſible foꝛm, it is no moꝛe but an apparition 
and counterfcit ſhcw of a body, vnleſſe a bodp be at as 
nytuimelent them. And when they make one body 


to 


whom he molt truſted, and his Father liuing, whom 
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to beare the likencs of another, it is but a colour. 
Some man will ſay , what reaſon is there to ſhew 
they can doe ſo much, being of an eſſence inuiſible 2 
We may not ſtap here within the limits of our 
owne rcaſon , which is not able to compzehend, what 
way Deuills ſhould be able to wozke ſuch operations. 
Wee map not (AI ſay) meaſure their power, and ſub- 
tilties in wozking foꝛ our owne capacity and vnder- 
ſtanding : But wee muſt loke what the Cannon of 
Scripture doth teſtify in this behalte. We haue 
manifeſt p:ofe that the Deuill can take a bodily 
ſhape. Foz when Aaron had caſt downe his ſtaffe, 
and it was turned ints a Serpent, The enchaunters 
of Egypt caſt downe their ſtaues, and they be⸗ 
came Serpents, which was indeed but in ſhew, and 
appearance, which the Deuill made, Fo2 he deluded 
the Dences both in hiding the foꝛme of the Staues, 
which indeed were not any way changed: As alſo 
in making a ſhew of ſuch bodies, as were not. This 
was done openly , otherwiſe it might be thought to be 
amereilluſion. Foz wee ſe that men in extreame 
fickenes, thinke they heare a voice, and ſœ a ſhape, 
hich none other in pꝛeſence either heareth oz ſeth, 
ome are ſo melancholp that they imagine thep heare 
and ſ& that which they doe not: Foz Sathan dothſo 
delude the fantaſie, that the party ſuppoſeth that his 
der outward ſences doe perteiue the matter: But 
here was no ſuch thing. all that were with Pharao 
did thinke thero were very Serpents in dede, Sa⸗ 
ning that Moſes and Aaron did know it the iugling 
of the Deuill. 
But to returne to. this Arthur Bill: Me (miſe⸗ 

cable 
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rable man) lying in pꝛiſon from the 29 day of May 
to the 22 of July following, many reſo2ted to hum, 
willing him to leaue off all colour and diſſimulation, 
and nol to ſuſter his Conſtience to double with his 
Tongue, Vut to citere his heart and his thoughts 
befoze the Maieſlic ot him, to whome no ſecrets are 
hid „That the world might be witneſſe of his cons 
keſſion and contrition to pzay with him and foꝛ him, 
Foz although he had wandzed and gone aſtray, hg 
might by his true contrition and their hearty pꝛaperg 
be bꝛought vnts the fold againe. 

But his Conſcience beeing feared, and his heart 
ſteld, could receiue no impꝛeſſion, but ſtod like an 
Image of Adamant, mozcealy to be bꝛoken in px 
ces, then bee peirced. In this obduracie of mind 
and Spirit he continued vntill the a ſſiſes where bees 
ing Arraigned fo2 ſcuerallcumes committed, but cf 
pectally foꝛ the Murtherot the ſayd Martha Aſpine, 
contrary to the peace of our Soucraigne Kozd the 
King, his Crowne, and dygnitp, hee pleaded to them 
all not guilty, and putting himſclfe vpon the Coun⸗ 
tfrey,was by them found guiltp. 

Upponthe verdia whereof, his countenance chans 
ged, and he cried out, that he had now found the Law 
to haue a Power aboue Juſtice, fo2 that it had cons 


demned an Innocent. 


It ſeemes to me that theſe vilde Spirits, which 
theſe Mitches haue at commaund, and by their im⸗ 
plopment are ſuffred to haue power to hurt the bo⸗ 
dyes of others, haue a greater Power ouer them 
that ſet them a wozke, Fo2 they doe not onely fed 
vppon them participating with the blod of 3 
fle 
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fleſh fo2 the redemption wherof Chꝛiſt ſhed his vine 
p2ecious bled , But it appeares that they haue al⸗ 
ſo power euen ouer their Soules, leaving them into 
wandꝛing by-wates, and ſuch erroneous Laberinths, 
that in the wilfull obſtinacie and peruerſe (ufferancs 
of their owne minds fo ſtray in this daungerous de⸗ 
ſart of obduracie, they are loft fo2 euer. 
But to conclude with this Arthur Bill, that ſs 
ill concluded with the wozld, Ve beeing bꝛought to 
the place of Execution, and ſtanding vppon that 
fatall ſtage fo2 offenders, pleaded ſtill his innocen- 
cie, that Authozity was turned to Tpꝛannp, and 
Juſtice info extreams Jmury , to the great wonder, 
and diſdaine ok all the lokers on. 
+ Khus with a diſſembling Tongue and a corrupted 
Conſcience, he ended his courſein this wozld, with 
little hope oz reſpect (as it ſe@md) of the wozld to 
dome. 


The Arraignement, and Exe- 
cution of Hellen JIenkenſon.. 


eis Helen Ienkenſon dwelling at 


C 


bay a Towne called 1 !:rap>ton in the 
. County of Northampton, was no⸗ 
1 e 


| 2 ted a long tune to book an euill life 

A and muchſuſpeced ot this trime be⸗ 
pas: 2 foze her appꝛehenſion, fo2 bewit⸗ 
ching of Cattle and other miſchiefcs , which befoze 
time the had done. 

This H<clen was appꝛehended fo2 bewitching of a 
Child fo death, and committed to Northawpton 
Gaole the x 1 of Map laſt by Sir Thomas Brooke 
of Okeiy knight. A little befoze whoſe appꝛehenſi⸗ 
on, one Miſtris Moulſho af the fame Towne (after 

| * the was (ſo ſtrongly ſuſpected) getting her by a wyle 
1 into a place conuenient would needs haue her ſcar- 

| ched, to ſee if they could find that inſencible marke 
| x Which commonly all Uitches haue in ſome pꝛiup 
fl place 02 other of their bodies. And this Mitktis 
Moulſho was one of the chiefe that did ſearch her, 
and found at the laſt that which they ſought foz to 
their great amazement : at that tune this Miſtris 
Moultho had à Bucke ofclothes tobe waſht out. The 
next mozning the Mapd, when * came to hang 
| them 


at Northampton. 


them fozth to dꝛy, ſpyed the Cloathes, but eſpecially 
Miſtris Moulſhoes Smocke to be all beſpotted with 
the pictures of Toades, Snakes, and other ougly 
Creatures, which making her agalt , ſhe went pzc- 
ſently and told her Miſtris, who loking on them, 
ſmild, ſaying nothing elſe but this; Herre are fine 
VIobccoblinsindeed : And bering a Gentlwomanofa 
ſtout courage , went immediately to the houſe of the 
ſayd Helen Ienkenſon, ans with an angry counte⸗ 
nance fold her of this matter , thzeatning her that if 
her Linnen were not ſhoztly cleered from thoſe foule 
ſpsts, ſhe would fcratch out both her eyes: and ſo 
not ſtaping foꝛ any anſwere went home, and found 
her linnen as white as it was at firſt. This Helen be⸗ 
ing bꝛought to the barre, and being indicted of the 
murther of the Child, pleaded thereunts not guiltp, 
but the verdict beeing giuen vp againſt her, ſhi cryed 
out, woe is mee, J now taſt away , But (like the 
reſt) did ſtoutly deny the accuſations , and ſayd that 
the was to die an Innocent, I thinkeas Innscent as 
the reſt: And at the place of Execution made no os 
ther confeſſion but this, That ſhe was guiltleſſe, and 
neuer ſhewd ſigne of Contrifton foꝛ what was paſt, 
no2 any ſoꝛrow at all, moꝛe then did accompanp the 
feare of death. Thus ended this woman her miſera⸗ 
ble life, after ſhe had liued many 3 Wꝛet⸗ 
ched, ſcozned, and loꝛſaken of the wertd. 
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As appeared by her he nucqmg a man ta death. 
an dung much 2ther hurt aud harme ta mers ſnzts 
of cattle ui ce Quntryu. Fa: which cher was cams 
mutted ta Nr π ,HιννlꝝM gante the < day of Bay lait 
wor ma 1 cam, and the ſame amm ma- 
gp ather matters gering glamelv ana exrmenti mas 
mf and pʒuued agaiaſt her by guad cumence, thee 
had the ſentærc⁊ of de cg, wothity p:oncunced a» 
mit her. Ji the ume ct her unpurramment ſhe 
was not nate ta haue any cenæmhante 0; faking 
of the hawucuicecc of her affences q any remozce- 
full tongue at the dul. lute and deuuuſh courſe of 

life. 

. makes men bee fellgwes and 
s with theucs , and murtherers (the 
axamon wcfts af ſuch depen Janes | andſhou(n 
cau's the ung: ucnea gart like a Coriutian Artt- 
met car, ca number ma cat dp the accaunt af his 
whcle ire , neuer put her ut muve of che hatefuil 
tanarzf:ous te yan cammictza, a2 :3confiver the 
fith 2:20 ep:aũe at᷑ her ante, a: nfreat heanens mers 
ty fs: tge celeaſe therznf . Pon put her not in 
unde of act 212 467 ge grates and lactes put 
her in <2:ne:nb;anc? of hcl , winch den auen her of 
temp of uberty, wich he ſaw others poſſeſſe: The 
glg at trans KD nat put her n nnnde of the 
tzames where wien Ge ſheula bee baun d m eternal 
ments, dre deanens net vnioſes them, na: 
f the howing terra: ind na huꝛg of teery, which 
n hel euerv ſaule Mal ræcme : the partiCular atfen⸗ 
es cammttted mn tms He, That vafamed t hears 
> cntrmaen £52 never zmemh; d 0; thought 
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che mult vis , oz frembled foz feare of what hou 


come to her after death. But as her life was a, 
wales known to be deuilliſh,ſo her death was at 1ag 
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 foad to be deſperate. o: ſhe(s the reſt befoze named ; 


beeing bzought from the common gaole of Now! 


ampton to Northampton Caſtle, where the 


ſes are vſually held, were ſeuerally arraigned and 


indited fo the offences they had t92merly com, Þ 


mitted,but to the inditements they pleadea nat gag, 
ty: Putting thereſaꝛe their cauſes to the triallof thy 
Country, thev were found gnilty and deſerned de 


by the verdit of a credible Jury returned Sow 7 
ont any confeſſion oz contrition, like birds ora ſea/ 


ther, ther all held and hanged together foz company, Þ/ 
at Abington gallowes hard by Northampton, the 


two and twintith day of July laſt paſt: Leauing 
behinde them in pziſon many others tainted with 
the ſame coꝛruption, who without much mercy | 
and repentance are like to follow them 
in the ſame traq of Pꝛece⸗ 
dence, 


FINIS. 
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